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Line 1:. Descent from Nathantel Boulter 


NATHANIEL BOULTER (cl625-1693) 


. was undoubtedly born in England about 1625 as appears in an First Volume of 

affidavit given by him and John Redman in November 1658. the N.H. Provinetat 
Papers, pp. 46-47. 

He received a tract of land in Hampton (then Massachusetts, 
now New Hampshire), probably about 1642, but sold it to William 
Howard prior to July 8, 1644, at which time a question arose 
as to whether he were an inhabitor of Hampton. The answer 
given as follows: 


"The Townsmen do judge that he was an inhabitor and History of Hampton, 
therefore approve and confirm the bargain between ’ WH, p. 612. 
him and Howard." 


By 1645, his name was seen affixed to various petitions from 
the town of Exeter to the Governor and General Court at Boston, 
and apparently he intended to settle there. In 1647 he married 
Grace Swaine, daughter of Richard and Baselle of Hampton, and 

@ they were still in Exeter when their first child, Mary, was 
born in May 1648. However, within a month Nathaniel is record- 
ed on the court records of Hampton: 


"Hampton Court, 26th, 7th mo. 1648: It is ordered 

by this court that Nathaniel Boulter is finde 10 Ibid, 
shillings for a lye in open Court affirming a thing 

against two witnesses." 


Another item: 


"Nathaniel Boulter being convicted the second time 
of drunkeness before the worshipfull Mr. Richard Ibtd. 
Saltonstall is finde according to law, 20 shillings." 


With this inauspicious beginning, we find the Boulters playing 
an active and effective part in the development of the Town of 
Hampton. They are shown on the map of Hampton Center as living 
on the Meeting House Green on the rise that later became known 
as Rand's Hill. 


The births of their ten children spanned the years from 1648 
through December 1672, but four of them born in the 1650's 
died as infants or toddlers by 1661. 


@ While they struggled to make a home and a living, records of 


Nathaniel's activities appear in divers places in the early 
writings of the Town. 
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On July 4, 1660, Boulter bought of John Barrett, “ensign of 


367 


Wells in ye County of Yorke in New England" about 100 acres History of Hampton, 
"lying up Taylor's River by the Indian Graves called James WH, p. 613, 


Wall's farm." He then sold it to John Huggens. John's title 
to the land was disputed later on and the land taken away from 
him by the Town. (More of this later.) 


Shortly afterwards, Nathaniel received from his father-in-law, 
Richard Swaine, four acres with all the orchard growing on it 

off the easterly part of his house-lot abutting on the Meeting 

House Green. Grace Boulter also received from her father, the Jbid. 
rest of his "house-lot westward to the fence of the heirs of 

William Swaine, except a sma]1 parcel of about one acre in the 
custody of Moses Coxe." In 1663, Nathaniel was given Power of 
Attorney to do business for Richard in Hampton, as Richard had 
already moved permanently to Nantucket Island. 


At a meeting on March 11, 1662, the town, as an act of justice 

to the owners of the meadows or marshes over which the causeway 
passed, gave them permission to set up gates across it in con- 
venient places on both sides of the meadows to prevent cattle Ibid, 
from feeding or trampling upon them. The town also voted that 

after the erection of such gates, no person should put any 

cattle upon these meadows between the first of April and the 

first of October under penalty of being accounted as trespass- 

ers and dealt with accordingly. Nathaniel Boulter alone dis- 

sented. 


Also at Hampton at this time, no one could fell timber, mow 

the meadows or pasture cows on the land called "Cow-Commons" 
unless they owned at least one share in it, on pain of being 
considered a trespasser. In 1664, Nathaniel was sued for 
trespassing, though the records do not show which wrong act Ibid. 
he committed. Thomas Marsten and William Fifield were select- 
ed to act as attorneys for the town, but the case seems to have 
gone in Nathaniel's favor. Accordingly, the town voted to 

take it to the Court at Salisbury, John Redman to act as agent 
for them, but before the matter came to court the town agreed 
to grant him one of the eleven reserved shares of the cow- 
common, 


By 1666 the controversy that had been raging all this time 
over John Huggen's land came to a conclusion. The problem 
had been originally rooted in the validity of John Barrett's 
ownership. How could he, being of Wells in Yorke County, own 
land that had been granted to Hampton by the Massachusetts 


Court and the town land system? The problem was solved on a History of Hampton, 


technicality, since John's ownership had been approved and WH, p. 82. 


recorded by the Town Clerk on one occasion when all the land 
grants were under review. The Town felt that the Clerk had 
made a mistake in identification of the property, but the Jury 
upheld the ownership on right of possession. Thus Barrett's 
sale to Boulter was valid, restoring Boulter's authority to 
sell it to John Huggens. As the attorney acting for Huggens, 


202 
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Nathaniel succeeded in having the property restored to him in 
an out-of-court agreement. 


In 1667, Nathaniel sold one acre of the Swaine Tand to John 
and Hannah Souther, and two and a half acres of planting 
ground west of the Souther acre along with one share of the 
cow-common and one share of the Great Ox Common to Danijel Dow. 


Nathaniel and his family continued to face-all the hardships 
of daily living, including the increased hostilities of the 
Indians which caused the settlers to be afraid for their lives 
every day. As if this were not enough, there were deep-seated 
legal issues of land tenure to add to their worries. Robert 
Mason of England was disputing the right to anyone's ownership 
but his. He claimed before King Charles II to have inherited 
the right of "proprietor" of all the New Hampshire settlements 
from his grandfather, Captain John Mason, and was angered by 
the way the Court of Massachusetts had assumed the authority 
to parcel it out as it saw fit. 


Mason was upheld in that claim by the English Attorney-General, 
and the struggle to gain control eventually caused the sever- 
ence of New Hampshire from Massachusetts. It was made a Royal 
Province to be governed by an Assembly under the leadership of 
a President and Council. In 1680 Nathaniel was on the list of 
voters of Hampton who were required to take an oath of alle- 
giance and then vote on representatives to be sent to the 

First Assembly. | 


The system had barely laid groundwork for government when 
Mason came over and assumed a seat on the Council, expecting 
to get recognition as owner of all the land. The situation 
was this: People had been granted their land by the Massachu- 
setts Court and the local Town systems, and had worked hard to 
protect it from French and Indians and to bring it under 
cultivation in order to provide themselves with a living. No 
gesture of help in any way had been forthcoming from the Mason 
family during all this period of more than forty years. Now 
‘they were expected to calmly hand it all back to Mr. Mason, in 
return for which they would graciously be allowed to pay lease 
rentals to him for the privilege of continuing to live there-- 
the old system of English landholding. 


To Mason's point of view it was all very simple-~and very 
legal--and he expected to see the money come rolling in as 
soon as his deputies could collect it. But he ran into an 
annoying problem--the deputies couldn't, or wouldn't, collect! 
While Mason fumed, and eventually had Governor Cranfield ap- 
pointed and bribed to work in his favor, the townspeople held 
under-cover meetings to discuss the problem and look for al- 
ternate options. 


Edward Gove literally endangered his life trying to foment a 
rebellion, feeling bound to protect his property by the sword 


_s 


a0 


History of Hampton, 
N&, p. 616. 


History of Hampton, 
WH, pp. 89, 90, 114, 
148, 


History of Hampton, 
NH, p. 111. 
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against the English as he had against the Indians. ‘When this 
failed, the people in Hampton secretly delegated -Nathaniel 


JH 


Weare, Boulter's brother-in-law, to go to England and lay History of Hampton, 
their grievances before the King. Mason found out about it WH, pp. 105, 107. 


and prevented him from securing the evidence and depositions 
that were needed to support his case, and even after two trips 
to England, Weare's mission failed. The Boulter family un- 
doubtedly was privy to all of the controversies pertaining to 
this issue. Although most of the people were accustumed to 
being law-abiding, and for some there were good economic rea- 
sons for complying with the hated orders, resentment was 
smoldering and compliance crawled at a snail's pace. 


The various resistance movements had such an effect that in 
1686 the British tried another tactic. All of New England was 


made into a Royal Province, with Sir Edmond Andros as its Op et 
Governor. He ruled as a tyrant, with all delegates completely i774. 


under his control so that their opinions meant nothing. Town 
meetings were forbidden and no one could leave the country 
without his permission lest anyone should complain to the 
King. Town records are exceedingly scarce during this period 
but.relief finally came in 1689. James II was deposed, 
William and Mary of Orange became King and Queen of England, 
and Andros was sent back to England. In 1692 the heirs of 
Mason sold their interest in the whole situation to Samuel 
Allen, a London merchant, for 750 pounds. Allen was made 
Governor of the Province by King William, but remained in 
England. John Usher was appointed Lieutenant Governor to come 
over to New Hampshire and assume command. 


King William's war was well under way by now, with its eventual 
impact on the Boulter family, but daily routines had to go on. 


Nathaniel and Grace would have been aware of the growth of Op ett 


their daughter Mary Prescott's eight children across the cause- 
way to the west of town. Nathaniel Jr. was married and had one 
daughter Elizabeth born in 1688, but then he himself died sud- 
denly in 1689, leaving his widow with another child to be born 
posthumously--also a girl named Mary. Elizabeth and John, the 
Boulter's two youngest chi]ldren, were still at home when 
Nathaniel Sr. died on Marcg14, 1693. 


He was probably buried in what is now called "The Old Burying 
Ground," a place set apart for such purposes early in the 


town's history, but finally fenced in about 1654. It was on Op ett: 


the eastern part of the Meeting House Green and continued to 
be used for a cemetery for about a century and a half. Most 
are unmarked, so that the exact resting places of Nathaniel 
and his family are not known. 


No date of death is given in Dow's History of Hampton for 
Grace, 


a4. 


i pp. 113- 


ip. 618. 


p. 48, 
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THE SCATTERING OF THE CHILDREN OF 
NATHANIEL AND GRACE (SWAINE) BOULTER 


j Lb$ 
born May 15, 1648, married James Prescott in 1688. They 
lived in Hampton Falls and Kingston, New Hampshire, having 
eight children: Joshua, James Jr., Rebecca, Jonathan, Mary, 
Abigail, Patience, John and Nathaniel. 
For details, see next bidgraphy. 


born January 8, 1651, was living in 1670, but nothing fur- 
ther is known about her. 


born March 4, 1654, married Mary Drake, daughter of Abraham 
and Jane (?) Drake. They lived in Hampton and had two 
daughters: Elizabeth, b. September 8, 1688, and Mary, b. 
posthumously in 1689. His widow married secondly, Richard 
Sanborn, December 20, 1693, and they had one son, Shubael 
Sanborn, b. ca 1694, 


born May 1, 1655, died in infancy. 


(again), born January 23, 1657, died November 15, 1661, 
aged four years. 


born October 12, 1659, died November 8, 1661, aged two years. 


born December 27, 1662, died January 26, 1663, aged one 
month. 


born June 27, 1665, nothing further is known. 


born February 23, 1669, married Joseph Fanning on May 6, 1697. 
No further information is given on this couple in Dow's 
History of Hampton. 


born December 2, 1672, married Martha (?) and had three 
children: Nathaniel, b. July 20, 1700 (married Grace Blye 
of Portsmouth), John, b. February 7, 1702, and Lydia, b. 
October 27, 1703 (married Philemon Blake and lived in 
Kensington. Had three children: Sarah, Martha and Abigail.) 


These are the vital statistics comptled for Dow's History of Hampton. 
The Prescott Memorial indicates that no male children survived to carry 
on the name of Boulter from this line of Nathantel and Grace, but tt is 
noted that a Jonathan Boulter married Rhoda Philbrick in Hampton Falls 
on September 2, 1735. 


=56 
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MARY BOULTER (1648-1735) 


was born May 15, 1648 in Exeter, New Hampshire, the eldest 
child of Nathaniel and Grace (Swaine) Boulter. Soon after her 
birth, the family moved back to Hampton where each parent had 
lived before their marriage. Mary grew up there on Rand's 
Hill, fronting the Meeting House Green. 


Academic education in Hampton was rudimentary, and Mary prob- 

ably concentrated on learning from her mother the basic skills 
and crafts needed by a colonial farm housewife. Her religious 
instruction was received through participation in the worship 

services at the Meeting House across the road. 


In 1657, Mary would have known the loss of her Grandmother 
Basselle Swaine, while the re-marriage and removal of her 
Grandfather Richard Swaine to Nantucket soon afterwards in 
1660 would have left her with no grandparents in the area. 


Mary was in her early teens in 1661 when her two-year-old sis- 
ter, Rebecca, died, followed a week later by her four-year-old 
brother, Joshua. A baby sister, Grace, died in 1663, aged one 
month. ; : , 


Mary was married to James Prescott in 1668 when she was about 
twenty years old. He had only been in the country from England 
for about three years by that time, and was just getting his 
farm underway in the western part of the settlement along the 
road to Exeter. 


Children began arriving in 1669, and Mary soon had her hands 
full with routine household chores under colonial living condi- 
tions. This included helping to grow flax for making linen 
thread and sheep to be shorn for their wool, followed by the 
carding, spinning and weaving necessary for providing cloth to 
be sewn into clothing for nine growing children. 


Throughout the rest of the century as her children were grow- 
ing up, there was constant worry about political changes in 

the country threatening their right to the property they worked 
so hard to develop, as well as the constant day-to-day struggle 
to keep food on the table. As their house was a garrison house 
during times of threatened Indian attacks, she would have had 
the added chores of helping to feed all the neighbors who ar- 
rived at their door for protection. 


a 


S2y 


Prescott Memortal, 
p. 229, 
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From accounts of the times we can suppose that the first 
Meeting House was small, makeshift and crude. Ten years, 
however, saw many changes. The Second Meeting House was 
built for the needs of the future. A site was chosen 
directly on the Plains. A description is given in an old 
paper: . ‘ , 


"The main body of the structure was three stories high, 
with a porch at one end of corresponding altitude, sur- 
mounted by a tapering spire ending in a couple of large 
balls, on the topmost of which a brass weathercock kept 
faithful cognizance of the winds....At each of three 
principal entrances stood stone horse blocks, a primitive 
convenience for mounting horses. 


"Inside were the broad square pews with their high panel 
work and railing. These pews were furnished with two or 
more chairs as plain as the pews....there were rows of 
free seats between the middle pews and pulpit for the 
poor people. 


"This building was 55 feet long, 45 feet wide and tall 
enough for two tiers of gallery. (However, the galleries 
were never finished, and the tower was not finished until 
1783-84). It no doubt resembled the 01d North Meeting 
House in Portsmouth built in 1712. 


"Until the first meeting house was taken down in 1764, 
there were two places available for public meetings." 


From The Htstory of Kingston, p. 76. 
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In 1680, Mary and her mother, Grace (Swaine) Boulter, were 

named along with several other women as being witches. Al- History of Hampton, 
though two of the women so accused were imprisoned and fined, WH, p. 85. 
apparently no action was taken against Mary and her mother. 


In the early 1690's, her husband James became interested in 
developing the Kingston area, and in 1694, he and a few 
others petitioned for a settlement to be incorporated there. 
For the next twenty-five years, James continued to commute 
between their two farms in Hampton Falls and Kingston. In 
September of 1724, their son-in-law, Jabez Coleman, and his 
son Joseph were killed by Indians in Kingston on the shore of 
Little Pond. Joseph left a young widow and two little girls. 
Whether it was because their daughter Mary was now alone and 
needed help, or whether they had been planning the move all 

- along, in 1725 James and Mary with their son Joseph moved to 
Kingston permanently. 


James .died three years after this move on November 24, 1728. 

Mary survived him by seven years, living to see many improve- 
ments in the town of Kingston, including the building of the 

second meeting house in 1732 as described apposite. She died 
on October 4, 1735, aged 87 years, 4 months and 20 days. It 

is likely that both of them are buried in the Kingston Plains 
Cemetery, but no records exist to confirm this. 


The year 1735 was a bleak one in the history of the area as 
children by the hundreds died of diptheria, among them some 
of Mary's grandchildren. In spite of these set-backs, she 
was survived by approximately 38 grandchildren. 
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THE SCATTERING OF THE CHILDREN OF 
JAMES AND MARY (BOULTER) PRESCOTT 


born March 1, 1669, married late in life to Sarah Clifford and 
they lived first in Hampton Falls and then Kingston. They had 
about twelve children: Nathan, Joshua, Mary, Edward, Annie, 
Reuban, Patience, John, two daughters who died of the diptheria 
epidemic, and a child who also died young. 


born September 1, 1671, married Maria Marston, and they lived 
first in Hampton Falls, later moving to Kingston. They had 


‘eight children: Jeremiah, Samuel, Elisha, Sarah, Lucy, Ebenezer, 


James III, and Rebecca. 


born April 15, 1673, married Nathaniel Sanborn and they took up 
land in Kingston. He was appointed first Town Clerk. They had 
five children: Richard, James, Rachel, Jeremiah, and Abigail. 
Rebecca died in 1704 and Nathaniel married secondly Sarah Nason 
and had six more children. 


born August 6, 1675, married Elizabeth Pulsifer Clifford, and 
they were instrumental in helping Kensington develop. They had 
six children: Jonathan, Jeremiah, Benjamin, Abigail, Joseph and 
Mary. 


born June 11, 1677, married 1) Jabez Coleman of Rowley in 1699. 

He and their son, Joseph, were killed by Indians. 2) Thomas = 
Crosby, November 9, 1730. 3) A Mr. Bean. She died in 1740, aged 

63. 


born November 19, 1679, married Richard Bounds on the same day 
that Mary married Jabez Coleman. Richard was a tailor and they 
lived in Portsmouth. 


was a twin to Abigail, and died young. 


born November 19, 1681, married Abigail Marston. They lived in 
Hampton Falls, later Kensington, and had ten children: John Jr., 
Rebecca, Lydia, Benjamin, James, Abigail, Nathaniel, Abraham, 
Jedediah, and Joseph. 


born November 19, 1683, married Ann Marston, sister of Abigail. 
They were admitted to the Church at Hampton Falls on July 19, 1713, 
and transferred to the church in Kensington in 1737. He served a 
short period in His Majesty's service in 1707. Died without issue 
on February 26, 1771, aged 87 years, 3 months. Will was proved 
September 4, 1771. 


Vital statistics as given in The Prescott Memorial, pp. 231-232. 


-i0- 
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Line 2: Deseent from Richard Swaine 


RICHARD SWAINE (cal601-1682) 


embarked in London, on "The Truelove" (John Gibbs, master), 
for New England on September 20, 1635, at the age of 34 years. 
Thus, he was born about 1601 and his country of origin was 
England, but his parents have not been identified, or where 
his family actually lived. 


Savage, in his Genealogical Dictionary, says that "he had, in 

April, perhaps his wife Elizabeth in the Planter," his sons 
William Swayne, 16 and Francis Swayne 14 years on "The 
Rebecca" (John Hedges Master), and daughter Elizabeth on "The 


Susan and Ellen" under the care of various friends." 


Mrs. Swaine was termed "Basselle" in the Hampton records. The 
family settled first in Rowley, Massachusetts, a small settle- 
ment on the Atlantic seaboard lying between Boston and the 
part that later was settled as Hampton. 


In the autumn of 1638, Winnacunnet remaining. still unsettled, 
a petition signed by Reverand Steven Bachiler and others was 
presented to the General Court, asking leave to settle there. 
This request was granted and the record stands thus: 


"The Court grants that the petitioners, Mr. Steven 
Bachiler, Christo: Hussey, Mary Hussey vidua, Thom: 
Cromwell, Samuel Skullard, John Osgood, John Crosse, 
Samu: Greenfield, John Molton, Thom: Molton, Willi 
Estow, Willi: Palmer, Willi: Sergent, Richard 
Swayne, Willia: Sanders, Robert Tucke with divers 
others, shall have liberty to begin a plantation at 
Winnicunnet, and Mr. Bradstreete, Mr. Winthrope 
Junior and Mr. Rawson or some two of them are to 
assist in setting out the place of the towne, and 
apportioning the several quantity of land to each 
man, sO as nothing shall be done therein without 
leave from them, or two of them." 


The above grant was made sometime during the session of the 
General Court that was commenced September 6, 1638. It is 
probable that they commenced the work of clearing the land for 
settlement by October of that year in order to have space 
ready for planting early the following spring, and that the 
group included Richard Swaine. Not long afterwards, Mr. 
Bachiler requested that the name of the town be changed to 
Hampton, and again it was granted. 


J13% 


375 45 


History of Hampton, 


WH, p. 986. 


Ibic. 


History of Hampton, 
NH, p. 9. 
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A site was first selected for a house Of worship lying on the 
north side of a large salt marsh, and became known as the 
Meeting House Green. From the easterly part of the Green, a 
common Way was laid out where the principal road to the sea- 
shore now goes. Around the Green and along the Way, many of 
the early families had their homes. A ten acre lot was as- 
signed to Richard in 1638, next to the parsonage land of Rev. 
Timothy Dalton who had very shortly joined the group as an 
assistant pastor to the Rev. Stephen Bachiler, founder. 


At the first Town Meeting on October 31, 1639, William Wake- 

field was chosen Town Clerk, and Christopher Hussey, Richard 

Swaine, and William Wakefield were chosen to measure, lay History of Hampton, 
forth and bound all such lots as should be granted by the NH, p. 165. 

freemen. (Richard had been made a freeman on March 13, 1639). 

They were to hold their office for one year, and to receive as 

compensation for their services, "twelve shillings for laying 

out a house lot and, in ordinary cases, one penny an acre for 

all the other land surveyed by them." 


Some persons had undoubtably expended more money and made 

greater sacrifices than others so, as the house lots were 

granted to the settlers, it was done with respect to estate, 

partly to charges, and partly for other reasons. Caution was Op cit: p. 17. 
used, and they were in no hurry to give out all of the land. 

After the first Srcaiieation: no persons from abroad were ad- 

mitted as citizens without permission of the Town under the 

penalty of twenty shillings per week, unless they gave satis- 

factory security to the Town that they would not become a pub- 

lic burden. 


In 1640 Richard was authorized to settle small causes in 
Hampton, 


Corn was cultivated as extensively as possible in the fields 
developed north of the Green, and following the harvest each 
year the whole area was turned over to the community's herd of 
cows for foraging. The townspeople put great emphasis on cat- 
tle raising and in a very short time increased their herd to 
450 head. In addition, sheepraising was important for produc- 
ing wool for clothing. Because both cattle and sheep had to 
be protected from wolves and other predators, the town paid 
one of their number to act as shepherd or herdsman. 


Since the first lands granted were small house lots lying next 

to each other around the Meeting House Green, the larger farms 

that came to be granted to various individuals unavoidably Op ett: p. 19. 
consisted of lands not adjoining their house lots, and in some 

instances, lying at a considerable distance from them. Thus 

the land came to be inhabited, or at least cultivated west of 

the Town Green for a considerable distance, paving the way for 

further intensive settlements at later dates. 


On November 6, 1640, the Town voted that a Way, four rods in 


aiGe 
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width, should be laid out from the Meeting House Green to the 
Falls part of town, passing through Richard Swaine's home lot. 
This road crossed the salt marsh and became known as The Cause- 
way. It was a combination bridge and road, subjected to fre- 
quent washouts and became. very difficult to maintain. Since 
Tandowners were responsible for repairing the parts of the 
roads along their property, this put a great burden on Richard 
and his neighbor, Thomas.Ward. Eventually the Government al- 
Totted some financial help for this project. 


At a General Court held on June 1, 1641, John Crosse, Christo- 
per Hussey and John Moulton of Hampton were appointed "to or- 
der small causes," and one of them “to see people ioyne in 
marriage in a publik meeting and keepe records of the same." 
Hampton came into the same jurisdiction as Ipswich, Massachu-~ 


setts, and was to send a grand juryman once a year to Ipswich.’ 


At the same session, the court “ordered that Hampton, Dedham 
and all the out townes should each of them have a barrell of 
gun-powder for which they were to give satisfaction to the 
Treasurer," , 


Rules were laid down for the conduct of Town Meetings which 
“Richard was required to know, the penalty for violating any of 
which was six pence, the money raised by such fines to be used 
for mending highwayes or other necessary town business. 


Every house was required to breed salt-peter in some outhouses 
used for poultry or the like in order to supply the colony 
with this ingredient required in the manufacture of gunpowder. 
Failure to do so subjected a family to the fine of twelve 
shillings per month. "Such peeter as shalbee raised by this 
means shalbee to the publique use; but the owners shall have 
a due price for the same." 


In .1641 the Town voted to build a pound, and after it was 
built, Richard Swaine was appointed pound-keeper for the next 
year. For impounding great beasts he was to be allowed two 
pence apiece and for small cattle, one penny apiece. 


As early as 1645, a bounty of ten shillings was offered for 
each wolf killed by a townsman. They were to bring in the 
heads and "nayle the same to a little red oake at the north 
east of the Meeting House." By 1658 the bounty was increased 
to five pounds. 


Richard and Basselle's son, Nicholas Swaine, died on August 18, 
1650. No cause of death was given. 


In 1653, the General Court passed an act to restrain unfit 
persons from preaching the gospel. Many of the people con- 
sidered this law too arbitrary and severe, and it caused an 
uproar throughout many towns. The people felt their rights 
were infringed upon, but the magistrates were determined that 
their authority was not to be brought into question. 
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In 1654, Richard Swaine, William Marston Sr. and Thomas Ward 

were chosen to determine some method of estimating the value History of Hampton, 
of lands for taxation that would make the taxes more equal NH, p. 49. 

and satisfactory for the future than had been in former years. 


The General Court of Massachusetts had passed a law prohibit- 

ing masters of vessels from bringing any Quakers within their 

jurisdiction, under heavy penalties. Every Quaker arriving Op ett: p. 56. 
here from foreign parts was subjected to imprisonment, stripes 

and hard labor, and required to leave the country as soon as 

possible. An undercurrent of resentment and fear was build- 

ing, aS people argued the pros and cons among themselves, and 

many in the community were wondering about looking for some- 

where else to live. ' 


On July 15, 1657, Richard's wife Basselle died, and that same Op cit: p. 986. 
fall on October 20, his oldest son William, a sergeant in the 

local militia, was on board a ship bound for Boston which Op ett: p. 47. 
foundered shortly after emerging from the local harbor. : 
William's widow Prudence, daughter of William Marston, was 

left with eight children, the two youngest being three-year- 

old twins, with another baby on its way. Also lost with the 

same ship was Moses Cox's wife and son, John. After the birth Op ett: p. 649 
of her baby Elizabeth on January 24, 1658, Prudence married 

Moses on June 16, 


The Quaker situation was becoming acute as more of them ap- 

peared in this country. In Hampton a terrible scene of per- 

secution occurred-Quakers were tied to the back of a cart and 

dragged through the town, being whipped all the way. On 

November 12, 1659, Richard Swaine, among others, was disen- Op cit: p. 986, 
franchised for entertaining Quakers. 


During this time, Tristam Coffin had been casting about for a 

place to relocate his family, and in a trip to Martha's Vin- 

yard, had learned that Thomas Mayhew, owner of most of Nan- History of 
tucket Island, was willing to sell off parts of it. Word Nantucket 
reached back to people he knew in Hampton and around. Richard 

was determined to go somewhere else because it is noted that 

he was described as being "of Rowley” when he married the 

widow of George Bunker on September 15, 1658. Jane (Godfrey) 

Bunker had been widowed on May 16, 1658, and left with five 

children: Elizabeth, 12, William 10, Mary 6, Ann 4, Martha 

18 months. By 1660, Richard had turned his lands in Hampton 

over to his daughters Grace Boulter and Elizabeth Weare and 

had left for Nantucket with his second wife and new baby, 

Richard, who had been born in January of that year. At the 

age of 59, he was starting over again in a pioneer settlement 

where he was shortly joined by his son, John. 


Nantucket was an island containing some 300,000 acres. Richard 
and John were two of the original purchasers from Thomas Mayhew, 
together with Tristam Coffin Sr., Thomas Macy, Thomas Barnard, 
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